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It ought to be just a game, but basketball on the playgrounds of Coney Island is much more than

that â€” for many young men it represents their only hope of escape from a life of crime, poverty, and

despair. In The Last Shot, Darcy Frey chronicles the aspirations of four of the neighborhoodâ€™s

most promising players. What they have going for them is athletic talent, grace, and years of

dedication. But working against them are woefully inadequate schooling, family circumstances that

are often desperate, and the slick, brutal world of college athletic recruitment. Incisively and

compassionately written, The Last Shot introduces us to unforgettable characters and takes us into

their world with an intimacy seldom seen in contemporary journalism. The result is a startling and

poignant expose of inner-city life and the big business of college basketball.
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Not a lot of books had made me cry and in my extensive non-fiction book reading, I've read some

horrific things. But sometimes the event of something horrible like rejection, failure and even death,

is not enough to stir an emotional response. Sometimes the character that experiences one or many

of those things is, even with full textual explanation, too far removed from the reader to be

appreciated on a human level. In a biography of, say, George Clooney, can you really, actually, feel

connected to a man so far removed from you?The Last Shot manages to not only provide a deep

connection with its `characters' but makes me realize how, frankly, easy my life is. I'm not one to

flaunt the luxuries of my life but I realize how lucky I am. . .and I suppose that is half of Mr. Darcy's

point in writing The Last Shot. The book takes place in Coney Island and centers around four

talented but troubled basketball players that attend Lincoln high school. Three of them, Tchaka,



Russell, and Corey, are entering their senior year and are beginning the stressful process of college

recruitment. The fourth, a young, wiley freshman named Stephon Marbury, is making a name for

himself. . .and awaits four long years of trials and tribulations and the ability to finally make it to the

next level (something his three brothers almost did, but couldn't).Frey manages to stay as neutral as

possible during his eight months with the players but, as he discovers first hand and brilliantly

displays with his writing, we start to get connected to the characters (though the book takes place in

the early 90s and some of the fates, like Marbury's, are obviously well known by now) and start to

feel both trapped by their environment and equally seduced/repulsed by the NCAA and the college

system.
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